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There’s a movement present in the Scriptures which 
continues to unfold in the course of history, and the 
celebration of the Holy Trinity this Sunday provides 
us with a chance to reflect on that and to assimilate it 
more deeply. 

In today’s Gospel we have Matthew’s scene of Jesus 
taking leave from his closest followers before 
ascending to the Father in heaven.  His last 
instructions are to “Go, therefore, and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.…”  
That might have come across as a bit puzzling to 
them.  Matthew does not describe in his Gospel any 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and Luke, who does 
provide that narrative, presents it as something that 
happens after Jesus has ascended into heaven. 

So, at the moment the disciples received this 
commission they may very well have not understood 
all its meaning.  They would have to grow into it.   

Matthew’s last chapter really focuses on the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead and his 
appearances to the disciples, including some of the 
women who followed him.  That can be how we 
approach our faith, too.  As long as we cultivate our 
relationship with the risen Lord Jesus, we feel like we 
are in good space.  We leave unspoken the fact that 
Jesus was always in union with the Father and worked 
tirelessly to convey to his followers the nature of 
God—his goodness and mercy and patience and, well,  
fatherliness.   
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Jesus really did not draw attention to himself but was 
always working to correct the images of God that 
already existed in the minds of his audience.  He used 
as his credentials the intimacy he shared with the 
Father that allowed him to do the things he did and say 
the words he said. 

With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, whose name is 
equally included in the baptismal formula along with 
those of the Father and the Son, we are invited into 
intimacy with God: with the Father and the Son in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit.  The divine Holy Spirit’s 
functioning in and among us ensures the authentic 
character of that intimacy. 

Just as the disciples had to grow in their understanding 
of the triune nature of God’s life, moving from an 
initial experience of the God of Israel to one in which 
Jesus mediated God’s true nature to them and became 
recognized as God’s own Son, to one in which the 
Holy Spirit continues the work of revelation begun in 
the history of God’s people of Israel and perfected by 
Jesus leading them into the fullness of truth, so too are 
we. 

That makes the Church by nature forward looking.  
God’s revelation is completed with the death of the 
last apostle, but the unfolding of its truth continues 
until the Lord comes again, and guiding that unfolding 
is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

We do have a tendency at times to act as though we 
already know everything when it comes to the faith.  
We can be quite confident that we know Jesus and 
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what he was about.  We might even be inclined to 
point back to some “golden age” when the Church 
reached its perfection.  But the fulfillment of God’s 
redemptive work will not really be complete until 
Jesus comes again in glory and all of creation 
experiences redemption.  What will that look like?  
How will we experience it?  In the moment in which 
we live we will have to be satisfied with knowing 
simply that that is where this is all headed and to look 
forward to it and count on it. 

The life, death and resurrection of Jesus and his 
ascension into glory provides us not only with a path 
marked out for us to follow and an example to live by 
in this world, but through the working of the Holy 
Spirit offers us also the impetus to walk in the ways of 
salvation, full of trust in God’s promises, and willing 
to stay true to the commission we have received. 

We know this salvation is meant for all, and if we 
come across someone who does not know about it or 
has forgotten, we take it upon ourselves to share with 
them the Good News we also have received, for their 
good and for ours. 


